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WINE REGIONS OF NEW ZEALAND 

 
 
 
 

New Zealand Wine Regions 
 
New Zealand extends 1,600km (1000 miles) from sub-tropical 
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Northland (36° S) to the world’s most southerly grape growing 
region Central Otago (46° S). Vineyards benefit from the 
moderating effect of the maritime climate (no vineyard is more 
than 120km, or 80 miles, from the ocean) with long sunshine 
hours and nights cooled by sea breezes. 
E        
New Zealand wine is distinctive for its purity, vibrancy and 
intensity. The long ripening period - a result of cool 
temperatures - allows flavour development whilst retaining 
fresh acidity, a balance for which New Zealand wines are 
renowned. There are a number of distinct major winegrowing 
regions spread throughout New Zealand, with the majority on 
the East coast of the Islands in the rain shadow of the 
mountains. Within these diverse regions, sub-regional 
characteristics are beginning to show through and wines are 
now being distinguished as being not just from a wine region, 
but from a sub-region and a place.  New Zealand main wine 
producing regions are:   
 Northland 
    Auckland 
   Waikato / Bay of Plenty 
   3.Gisborne  3.7% 
   2.Hawke's Bay 10% 
   6.Wairarapa 1.3% 
   Nelson 
   1.Marlborough 77% 
   4.Canterbury / Waipara 2.6% 
   5.Central Otago 2.4 
  
 Following is a a description of the most important in terms of 

production.  
  
 Marlborough 
 New Zealand’s flagship wine region which, in combination 
with Sauvignon Blanc, put the country on the international wine 



3 

 

stage. Much more than just Sauvignon though, Marlborough 
offers increasing depth in both varieties and terroir. 
Early pioneers first planted in 1873 in the ben Morven Valley, 
with further vineyards established through to the 1960s. There 
was then a lull until grapes were again planted in 1973, despite 
stiff opposition from local farming and forestry interests. 
Nowadays, viticulture is emphatically dominant, with over 
20,000ha of vines (approximately 2/3 of the national total) 
under the care of wine producers of all sizes. 
  Consistently ranking as one of NZ’s sunniest and driest 
regions, Maori referred to the Wairau Valley as ‘Kei puta te 
Wairau’ – ‘The place with the hole in the cloud’ – reflecting the 
outstanding protection offered by the topography. The Wairau 
river bisects the valley west-to-east, with the Richmond Ranges 
to the north and medium sized foothills to the south. 
  The auspicious combination of a cool yet high sunshine 
climate, low rainfall and free-draining, moderately fertile soil 
produces uniquely vivid wines across a wide range of varieties 
and styles. 
  Alongside the increasing range of varieties, the diverse 
soils and meso-climates are revealing sub-regions and it is 
within these that Marlborough’s exciting future lies. 
 

22907 
TOTAL 
PRODUCIN
G 
HECTARES 
(2014) 

330 
TOTAL 
PRODUCTIO
N 
(000 
TONNES, 
2014) 

77% 
PROPORTION OF 
NZ 
PRODUCTION 
TONNES (2014) 

SOURCE: New Zealand Winegrower's Vineyard Register 
Report & Annual Report 
PLANTING DATA 
Plantings and Styles (2014) 
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Sauvignon Blanc 17,725ha 
 Pungently aromatic, vividly pure fruit, herbaceous 
and exotically tropical, plus mineral depths, Marlborough 
Sauvignon Blanc is an international brand in its own right. 
Pinot Noir 2,492ha 
Going from strength to strength as committed growers refine 
both clones and sites. Displays dark cherry and plums with a 
red fruited spicy background, mid-weight, fine tannins.  
Chardonnay 1,038ha 
From all the bells and whistles to unoaked styles, Marlborough 
produces well structured Chardonnay with excellent intensity 
and complexity. Stonefruit and citrus abound.  
Aromatics 1,386ha 
Pinot Gris - 968ha, Reisling - 309ha, Gewürztraminer - 92ha, 
Viognier - 17ha Riesling, Pinot Gris and Gewürztraminer reflect 
the region’s purity and vivacity. Styles range from dry to sweet, 
taut to lush, including late harvest and botrytised wines. 
Others… 
Grüner Veltliner shows promise, Viognier and Syrah have their 
champions too; everything from Arneis to Tempranillo is being 
explored as Marlborough continues to push its boundaries. 
Production of high-quality méthode traditionelle wines is small 
but critically 
renowned. Bright citrus fruit with fine body and acidity; 
excellent value for the first-rate quality. 
 
Hawke's Bay 
EXPL New Zealand’s second largest wine region, sunny 
Hawke’s Bay has been an abundant source of fine wine since 
1851; it’s well-established wine tourism trail also showcases 
the region’s art deco architecture (mainly in Napier city) and 
artisan producers. 
  Hawke’s Bay’s benign climate and high sunshine have 
long-established the region as ideal for fruit-growing. Vines 
were first planted in 1851 by Marist missionaries (their legacy is 
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Taradale’s historic Mission Winery) and Hawke’s Bay enjoys a 
significant international reputation for producing some of the 
country’s best wines, red and white. 
  A relatively large and diverse region capable of producing 
a wide range of varieties to a very high standard, Hawke’s Bay 
is best known for its Bordeaux-blend reds and Chardonnay but 
aromatic whites are consistently good and Syrah is increasingly 
impressive. The climate and lengthy growing season also 
allows regular production of successful dessert styles. New 
varieties are continually tried. 
  The numerous wineries and vineyards encompass both 
large multi-regional entities and tiny family-owned boutique 
producers; all share a commitment to making great wine. 
 With its lengthy history and verdant, productive landscape, 
Hawke’s Bay is home to an outstanding wine tourism culture 
and offers a wide variety of cellar door experiences as well as 
regular food and wine festivals. 
 
4774 
TOTAL 
PRODUCING 
HECTARES 
(2014) 

45 
TOTAL 
PRODUCTION 
(000 TONNES, 
2014) 

10% 
PROPORTION OF NZ 
PRODUCTION 
TONNES (2014) 

 
 
 
Plantings and Styles (2014) 
Pinot Gris 439h 
Aromatic, spicy, bold ripe wines with balanced acidity and good 
body, retaining excellent varietal character and freshness. 
Syrah 332ha 
An exciting variety showing great distinction, gaining strength 
as sites and clones are refined. Wines are perfumed, elegant 
with ripe fruit, supple tannins and lingering spice. 
Chardonnay 1,006ha 
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Flagship white variety with excellent fruit intensity and 
complexity. Wines are full-bodied, lengthy, almost opulent but 
with finely-tuned acidity balancing the richness. 
Red Blends 1,424ha 
Merlot - 1,080ha, Malbec - 95ha, Cabernet Sauvignon - 249ha 
Bordeaux blends are highly successful, producing wines of 
great power, elegance and longevity. Merlot is increasingly the 
higher percentage in blends, offering rich, plummy depths. 
Sauvignon Blanc 937ha 
Rich, tree fruit-laden wines, underpinned by bright acidity, they 
often seen a degree of oak fermentation or maturation, adding 
complexity and body. 
Others… 
Excellent examples abound of other aromatic whites such as 
Viognier, Malbec, Tempranillo and experimental plantings of 
Italian and Spanish varieties suggesting Hawke’s Bay offers 
many future stand-outs. 
 
Pinot Noir Note: There is much Pinot Noir planted in Hawke's 
Bay (311ha), but the vast majority of this is used for Sparkling 
wine. 
 
Gisborne 
 
The mix of high sunshine, verdant landscapes, fascinating 
history, a laidback lifestyle and the exciting range of wine styles 
makes Gisborne a beguiling destination for the wine traveller. 
    
NZ’s third largest producer, though its relatively remote location 
has given a lower profile than size would suggest. Those 
making the journey east are rewarded with a diverse range of 
wines from flavoursome entry-level to critically acclaimed 
biodynamic classics. a dynamic food and wine scene 
completes the picture. 
  Rich in history, Gisborne can claim Captain Cook’s first 
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landfall as well as being the first place in New Zealand to see 
the sunrise. Vines were first planted in the 1850s with the 
modern industry soundly established from the 1960s onwards, 
when Montana (now Pernod Ricard NZ), Penfolds and Corbans 
Wines built wineries. Large producers still feature but Gisborne 
is shaking off its history of bulk production: small-scale quality 
producers and entrepreneurial growers experimenting with new 
varieties and sites point to its future. 
  Chardonnay is the dominant variety and enjoys great 
success, with Pinot Gris a close second though a very wide 
range of red and white varieties are successfully established 
and new varieties always trialled. Hillside land is being 
explored and matched with new varieties and clones; 
Gisborne’s renaissance is fully underway. 
For wonderful local recipes and to keep up with the latest 
foodie news in Gisborne, check out this 
blog: https://thegisbornegourmet.wordpress.com/  
1915 
TOTAL 
PRODUCING 
HECTARES 
(2014) 

16 
TOTAL 
PRODUCTION 
(000 TONNES, 
2014) 

3.7% 
PROPORTION OF NZ 
PRODUCTION 
TONNES (2014) 

  
 
Plantings and Styles (2014) 
 
Merlot 103ha 
Can be challenging in the climate but drier years give fleshy, 
flavoursome reds. Other heavier red varieties e.g. Malbec enjoy 
success in carefully chosen sites. 
Sauvignon Blanc 56ha 
Very tropical, ripe and bold styles with broad palates though 
early picked styles can be lighter, herbaceous and zesty. 
Chardonnay 936ha 
Highly aromatic, with rich, lush palates bursting with fruit. 
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Delicious simple early-drinking styles a specialty, though the 
top, most intense wines have real longevity. 
Aromatics 622ha 
Pinot Gris - 381ha, Gewürztraminer - 157ha, Viognier - 84ha 
Gewürztraminer a highlight with well-textured, strongly 
aromatic, spicy wines; some excellent perfumed Riesling and 
Chenin Blanc; promising Pinot Gris and Viognier. 
Others… 
Sparkling wines successful (home to Lindauer cellars); 
Semillon does well. Pinot Noir, Pinotage, fortified and dessert 
styles also stand out amongst an eclectic selection. 
 
Canterbury / Waipara Valley 
  
 Where the Southern Alps tumble down to meet New 
Zealand’s most extensive lowlands, boutique producers craft 
outstanding Pinot Noir, Riesling and Chardonnay and much 
more. 

  
   Spanning nearly 200km of the South Island’s eastern 

coastline, with the magnificent Southern Alps to the west and 
sweeping Pacific Ocean to the east, vineyards are situated 
from Waimate in the south to Cheviot in the north. The area 
also includes the micro-climate of Banks Peninsula and 
Waipara Valley; Canterbury wine offers a diverse range of 
styles and producers plus many attractive cellar doors. 

   Production was first established on the Canterbury Plains 
near Belfast in 1978 with vineyards to the south-west of 
Christchurch and Waipara Valley soon following. Waipara 
Valley is now heavily planted with its wines regularly achieving 
critical acclaim for their sub-regional expression. 

   Exploration of new sub-regions both inland from Waipara 
Valley towards Weka Pass, and southward at Waitaki on the 
North Otago border forecasts increasing depth, further 
cementing the region’s overall reputation for elegant, 
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expressive Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and aromatics in particular, 
though numerous other varieties are planted with good results. 

   The cool, dry climate with good sunshine and long 
growing season promote full varietal expression; wines are 
renowned for their intense flavours, richness and complex fruit. 
1448 
TOTAL 
PRODUCING 
HECTARES 
(2014) 

11 
TOTAL 
PRODUCTION 
(000 TONNES, 
2014) 

2.6% 
PROPORTION OF NZ 
PRODUCTION 
TONNES (2014) 

 
Plantings and Styles (2014) 
 
Pinot Noir 416ha 
Ranging from perfumed and pretty to dark and brooding, the 
long growing season gives wines of finesse and depth, with 
supple structure and good complexity. 
Chardonnay 83ha 
Widely planted across the region and made in a range of 
styles; wines have good structure and body, finely poised 
acidity and rich citrussy fruit. 
Sauvignon Blanc 386ha 
Aromatic with crisp, fresh acidity and a mineral core, wines 
show clear, juicy fruit and lovely texture with good weight. 
Aromatics 502ha 
Riesling - 300ha, Pinot Gris - 202ha 
Abundant, bright fruit. Encompassing dry to dessert styles, 
Riesling’s already long, illustrious history is continuously 
improved upon. Pinot Gris has made an impressive debut. 
 
Central Otago 
  
A spectacular landscape and sophisticated tourist culture also 
home to some of the world’s best Pinot Noir, not to mention 
impressive, vivid white wines. 
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  Historically noted as ‘pre-eminently suitable’ for 
winemaking (Bragato, 1895); indeed, the region’s first Gold 
Medal was for ‘Burgundy’ in Sydney in 1881, from vines 
planted in 1864 by frenchman Jean Feraud. However, 
stonefruit prevailed until renewed interest in the 1950s and 
then significant commitment by the 1970s pioneers, whose 
efforts endure today in names such as Chard Farm, Rippon, 
Black Ridge and Gibbston Valley. 
  Recent rapid expansion means grapes now dominate 
cherries and apricot orchards. The extreme climate has 
rewarded careful site selection with wines of great intensity and 
finesse and there is increasing focus on sub- regional 
expression. 
  The main sub-regions lie within close reach but the 
distinctive mountainous terrain means each occupies a unique 
niche of climate, aspect and altitude. Soils can vary 
considerably within each sub-region though a stony free- 
draining base is common to all. 
  The remarkable landscape of soaring snow-capped 
mountains and glittering rivers deep within ravines (this was 
gold rush territory in the 1800s) draws visitors from far and 
wide who are invariably further captivated by the excellent 
cellar door facilities and wine-focused tourism opportunities. 
1932 
TOTAL 
PRODUCING 
HECTARES 
(2014) 

10.5 
TOTAL 
PRODUCTION 
(000 TONNES, 
2014) 

2.4% 
PROPORTION OF NZ 
PRODUCTION 
TONNES (2014) 

  
Plantings and Styles (2014) 
 
Pinot Noir 1,484ha 
Flagship variety whose reputation increases as the region and 
its vines mature. Fragrant, lush fruit underpinned by taut 
structure, silky texture and true intensity. There are marked 
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differences in sub-regional styles. 
Aromatics 330ha 
Pinot Gris - 226ha, Riesling - 86ha, Gewürztraminer - 18ha 
Riesling stands out; plus smart Pinot Gris and Gewürztraminer. 
Styles range from austerely dry to decadently sweet but always 
sparkling fruit and precise structure. 
Chardonnay 52ha 
Citrus and mineral characters, tightly structured, fine-bodied 
and sophisticated; can 
be reserved when young but unfold with great complexity and 
elegance. 
Sauvignon Blanc 45ha 
Mineral and gunflint with herbaceousness overlain by 
pineapple and passionfruit. Crisp linear structure, refreshing 
acidity and dry, stony finishes are hallmarks. 
Others… 
Perfumed and pretty Rosés, frequently made by saignée 
method make delicious aperitifs; and firm, complex yet delicate 
Méthode Traditionelles garner critical recognition. 
 
 
Wairarapa 
  
Wairarapa (Maori for ‘glistening waters’ is a compact yet 
diverse region of boutique producers offering high-quality 
examples of a wide range of varieties, supported by a vibrant, 
wine-focused community. 
  The three main sub-regions (Martinborough, Gladstone 
and Masterton) share broadly similar climate and soils yet also 
offer subtle differences in character for the discerning palate to 
explore. 
  A range of styles and varieties are on offer with standout 
Pinot Noir, Sauvignon Blanc and aromatics as well as stylish 
Chardonnay, Syrah and dessert wines. 
  With a fascinating early settler history, vines were first 
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planted in 1883 though fell victim to the temperance movement 
in 1905 (a 1903 vintage Masterton wine tasted 82 years later 
was pronounced “alive and well...”). Wairarapa’s modern wine 
history dates from the late 1970s plantings of Martinborough 
producers Dry River, Martinborough Vineyard, Ata Rangi and 
Chifney (now Margrain). 
  Wairapara has just 3% of New Zealand’s land under vine, 
and 1% of its total production yet boasts some of NZ’s most 
iconic and sought-after producers. 
  A fairly short and definitely scenic drive from Wellington, 
and a mere 30-odd km from the sea both south and east, 
Wairarapa offers a range of wine tourism pursuits and 
pleasures with plenty of unique accommodation and dining 
options. 
995 
TOTAL 
PRODUCING 
HECTARES 
(2014) 

5.7 
TOTAL 
PRODUCTION 
(000 TONNES, 
2014) 

1.3% 
PROPORTION OF NZ 
PRODUCTION 
TONNES (2014) 

 
Plantings and Styles (2013) 
 
Aromatics 97ha 
Pinot Gris - 62ha, Gewürtzraminer - 3ha, Riesling - 32ha 
Riesling, Pinot Gris and Gewürztraminer are all successful with 
the long growing season also allowing for late harvest and 
botrytised styles. Stylish Viognier also impresses. 
Syrah 9ha 
Emerging and showing great promise. Elegant, perfumed with 
a backbone of spice, Syrah looks to replacing the climatically 
trickier Cabernet and Merlot blends. 
Sauvignon Blanc 318ha 
The region’s best kept secret. Intense and vivid with excellent 
perfume and poised, mineral textural palates. Good mix of 
herbaceous and tropical characters. 
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Pinot Noir 500ha 
The region’s flagship red; richly flavoured and warm with a 
savoury undercurrent whilst retaining perfumed varietal 
character, Wairarapa Pinots offer texture and depth. 
 


